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FAIR data network – Royal Danish Library 
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Aarhus University Library

Copenhagen University Library

Roskilde University Library

Derksen, B., Larsen, A. V. ., Nailor, P. ., Pedersen, A. H. ., & Zurcher, S. (2025). From mess to method: A case study about designing a workshop 
on research data discovery. Nordic Perspectives on Open Science, 10. https://doi.org/10.7557/11.8280

https://library.au.dk/en/
https://kub.ku.dk/english/
https://ruc.dk/en/roskilde-university-library
https://doi.org/10.7557/11.8280


Who are you?
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Searching for research data – new service

Why a workshop for researchers ”Searching for research data”

• Encourages reuse of existing data - as aimed for in the FAIR principles and Open Science.

• Horizon Europe funding requires that beneficiaries check whether it is possible to reuse existing data.

• Supplements information literacy – now in relation to research data.

• Fills a "gap" in educational activities on FAIR data.

• May result in more FAIR datasets.
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Workshop – Searching for research data

Duration: 4 hours

Target group: Researchers (including Ph.D. students)

Structure: Combination of traditional classroom teaching, hands-on exercises, a workshop and a 
concluding reflexive exercise. Modular structure to enhance different combinations 
depending on available time and/or prior knowledge of participants. 

Materials: PowerPoint presentation and three handouts: 
- Logbook;
- List of resources where to search; 
- Selection of pre-designed cases.
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Structure and content of the workshop

The PowerPoint presentation is divided into 6 main sections:

1. Introduction to research data, the FAIR principles and searching for data.

2. What to expect when searching for data and five data search strategies.

3. Introduction to good search practice, incl. assessment and documentation.

4. Presentation of the five data search strategies incl. short exercises.

5. Workshop.

6. Final discussion.
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Learning objectives

Upon completion of this (4 hours) workshop, the participant has acquired:

• Basic knowledge of research data – definitions, data types and formats, etc.

• Knowledge of different search strategies and methods for searching for data.

• Knowledge of how to assess research data.

• Knowledge of conditions for reuse (licenses).

• Skills to find and navigate relevant research data repositories.

• Skills to apply search engines and bibliographic databases in data search.

• Knowledge of how to document the search process and findings.
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No standardized search strategies

(Research) data is not collected and indexed in the same way as literature, 
and there are no standardized search strategies.

This means:
• Generally a less structured and systematic process compared to a literature 

search.

• An element of serendipity: You are likely to find interesting or relevant data 
by chance and often in places you do not expect.

• Expect dead ends.

• Be prepared to be flexible in your approach - use a combination of 
strategies.

• The search process often extends over time and usually involves a social 
element (knowledge sharing with colleagues, etc.).

Yo

u

Relevant data

Relevant literature
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Search strategies - (Research)data can be found in ...

Strategy 1
Repositories

Strategy 2
Bibliographic 

databases

Strategy 3
Connected to 

monographs, 

articles, etc. 

Strategy 4
Outside academia 

(organisations, 

governments, etc.)

Strategy 5
Search engines 

and AI
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Example: Dataverse Norway

Readme file with information 
about the dataset 

Metadata, terms of use and 
versions of the dataset

Abstract/summary

General information 
about the dataset

Strategy 1 - Research data in a repository

Files for download

https://dataverse.no/


Strategy 2 - Research data in a bibliographic database

Example: Web of Science (Data citation Index)

Number of citations: 
click to get access to 
the list of citations

Searching in Data Citation Index via Web of Science

Click on the title to read the 
metadata and view the source
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https://www.webofscience.com/wos/drci/basic-search


Strategy 3 - Indirect search for research data

https://doi.org/10.1111/padm.12928 and https://zenodo.org/records/7742956
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https://doi.org/10.1111/padm.12928


Files for download

Example: WorldBank Data

....
A database with free and open access 
to data on global development

.

Similar datasets

Strategy 4 - Data from outside the world of research

Information about 
the dataset

License

https://databank.worldbank.org/home.aspx


Strategy 5 - Search engines

commons.datacite.org

datasetsearch.research.google.com
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https://commons.datacite.org/
https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/


Example: Google Dataset Search

• site: URL

TIP: To narrow down search and search a 
specific website, add

E.g.: youth participation site: zenodo.org

Strategy 5 - Search engines

https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/


Assessment of (research) data - Once you have found (meta)data

To determine if you can (re)use data, consider the following:

• What is the source of the data?

• Are the data properly documented?

• Consider potential criteria for data evaluation, e.g. credibility, quality, and relevance.

• Are the data accessible?

• Are the data interoperable?

• Check the conditions for reuse (license).
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Recap

Databases

E.g. Web of 
Science:

•Associated Data

•Data Citation Index

Repositories

Zenodo

Figshare

Re3data.org

Search engines

DataCite
Commons

Google Dataset 
Search

OpenAIRE
Explore

When finding
data

Be critical of 
your sources:

•Assess the data and 
metadata

•Consider the 
context: does it 
make sense to 
reuse in your
project?

•Remember to look 
for the license
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Handouts 
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Logbook



Open Educational Resources 

learninglib.org libguides.ruc.dk
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https://learninglib.org/2025/05/20/sogning-efter-forskningsdata-3/
https://learninglib.org/2025/05/20/sogning-efter-forskningsdata-3/
https://libguides.ruc.dk/datasearch/introduction


Future development

• Searching for research data – workshop for students

• Improving the FAIRness of the teaching material

• Considering different formats (e.g. online/in-person workshops)

Photo by Martin Sanchez on Unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@zekedrone
https://unsplash.com/photos/person-standing-on-empty-road-at-daytime-JkHwlB9lMT8


Q & A 


